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totally inadequate to the forming of any definite conclusions. We must for the present take the Sumerians as we find them, only wondering at the curious fact that they depicted their gods not as Sumerians but as Semites, from the earliest times. They must, therefore, in the earliest times have already been in collision with Semites; but whether they conquered or expelled Semites who were there before them, or were attacked by Semitic invaders who failed to conquer them, is as yet an unsolved problem. It is to be remembered that while Sumer itself is always strictly Sumerian, there were always Semites in Akkad. The farther we move north-westward and westward from the head of the Persian Gulf the more exclusively Semitic the population becomes, throughout the whole region bounded to the westward by the Taurus Mountains, the Mediterranean, and the Red Sea.
At our earliest period the Sumerians and Akkadians were dwellers in cities, and the Semites were already on the verge of becoming the dominant race; though in spite of all vicissitudes the language and the learning of the Sumerians showed an unfailing power of recuperation, forced themselves upon the Semite conquerors, and even ultimately triumphed in the last great Babylonian Empire, which was finally overthrown not by Semites but by the Persians.
We know, then, that an advanced civilization, city-dwelling, metal-using, and writing, was flourishing before the end of the fourth millennium. We infer that it had been already in existence for centuries, but of that earlier period we have no record except legends which tell of kings who reigned for several hundreds or even thousands of years; in whose time was the great deluge in which the part of Noah was played by Sit-napishtim. Most mythologies introduce some hero of supernatural prowess and vigor, wjio smites giants and monsters and performs other like marvellous works; and such a Sumerian hero duly appears in the person of Gilgamash. As with other mythologies, it is possible to suspect that some genuine historical personality was the prototype of the hero; but it is only when we have some actual contemporary record that we can feel ourselves really in the presence of history.
Lagash was the dominant city for some generations after Eannatum. Its supremacy ended in the reign of a usurping monarch, Urukagina, who allowed his zeal for social reform and the abolition of aristocratic privileges to rend the state in factions; of which advantage was taken by Lugalzaggisi of Umma to overthrow Lagash. This energetic conqueror hot only made himself ,lord of Sumer but marched through Syria, the land of the Amorites, or Westerners, as far as the Mediterranean, A hundred years or so after the fall of Lagash, Klsh In Akkad had again waxed powerful under Semitic rulers and challenged the supremacy of Umma. There is a sculptured monument of on$ Sharrukin, m the days of whose successor Mamshtusu it i$ re-